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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families, governors

and stakeholders to find out all

about what has been happening

over the past term here at

Hollinwood Academy! We would like

to take this opportunity to wish all

of our pupils, staff and families all

the very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re doing here at Hollinwood Academy via our

Facebook page and through our weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group Twitter and

Facebook pages also provide regular updates from across the New Bridge family. We

love to see your feedback and comments and look forward to sharing our activities

and adventures with you!



w
E
l
c
0
m
e

As the autumn term comes to an end, this week we have

lots to celebrate and look forward to in the spring term.

I am extremely proud to say we achieved our best-ever GCSE

results this summer. It was so rewarding to celebrate the

student’s successes, and furthermore know that they are

now flourishing in their new college settings. I wish them lots

of luck for the future. More recently, our key stage 4

students sat their mock exams, their attitude and behaviour

throughout the exams was exemplary and the results were a

testament to their efforts. There is more to come on the

mock exams within the newsletter.  

Children who joined Mrs Lerigo’s reception class in

September, completed their baseline assessments and we

are so pleased with the outcomes. These assessments are

reported to the Department for Education, tracked

throughout the year in reception, and repeated again in the

summer term. Last year, we invested in the Cambridge

Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring baseline assessment

tools. These have enabled us to measure accurately our

children’s potential from EYFS to KS4, this has been

invaluable in deepening and developing our knowledge,

understanding and responses to every child’s individual

educational need. We are now able to effectively track and

identify the correct pathway and destination for our children

and young people. The governors were very complimentary

about the developments we have made so far with our

assessment systems. They enjoyed reviewing the progress

and attainment of our children and young people within our

autumn meeting. 

As you will be aware, we have now moved to Arbor and

Evidence for Learning (EFL) and I know the staffing teams

have welcomed these changes. EFL has evolved throughout

the last academic year, from being a portfolio-based tool, to

an assessment tool, to a communication tool between school

and families. Currently, our students are uploading their own

work and evidence to EFL which is amazing. We know there



are still areas for development for EFL and we will listen to

parent voice. In the spring term, we will be hosting some

information sessions to support you when accessing this

platform. Through EFL we are able to capture day-to-day

assessments (formative) and on Arbor we are able to

capture our termly assessments (summative). Arbor will

support our class teachers as we report on our end of year

reports. Our management systems are really coming along

nicely and I am excited to see this further progress over the

next two terms and into the next academic year. 

Christmas is the theme for our newsletter this year and it is

only right to mention our Christmas production. How

wonderful it was to see our children perform and most

importantly, showcase their talents in this year’s show, live,

to their families, our governors and stakeholders. It was my

pleasure to invite you back on-site and welcome you to the

New Bridge School Theatre, what a treat this was for

everyone. I have received some lovely feedback and

comments. Throughout the newsletter we will also be

showcasing our Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and

Christmas markets which all take place in this final week. I

hope you enjoy reading. We are certainly spreading the

Christmas cheer this year! 

Finally, I would like to thank all our children, young people,

parents, carers, staff and governors for your support,

commitment and hard work during this busy term. I hope you

have a wonderful Christmas break and I would like to wish

you all a very Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you

all on Tuesday 3rd January 2023. 

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Millard

w
E
l
c
0
m
e



Message from Chair of Governors 

The weather has certainly reminded us that winter is here. Will we have snow

at Christmas?

As another year is ending, the governors would like to say how proud we are

of all our young people once again this year. We would like to thank all staff

for the hard work you have put in as always. It does not go unnoticed, and it

is greatly appreciated. Your dedication is exceptional and your commitment

inspiring. Thank you all.

We wish a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to all our families, and we

hope the season brings joy and happiness.

Robert Cockcroft



This term the student council has raised

donations to support Yale Housing

Association Limited. A local charity that

supports those in need of shelter, clothing

and resources. As a whole school we have

provided the charity with warm clothing,

toiletries and sleeping equipment. When discussed in the Student Council meeting,

Oliver from year 6 was keen to voice...

“I wish Manchester had more homeless shelters to help people who need it.” 

Xander from year 5 was keen to promote the festive season of giving, by donating

two large boxes of items. 

On behalf of Yale Housing Association Limited, they wished our school great thanks

and sent their appreciation on behalf of the individuals and families who seek support

from the charity. 

Yale Housing
Association



football
tournament

The students played a very hard

tournament at the Soccer Factory.

All the players and everyone involved

showed fantastic commitment and gave

100% effort to every single game. Every

player showed great skills on and off the

pitch and worked very hard in transition

moments to win the ball back and

created lots of chances to score goals.

In the end, we had some great success

on the pitch, and the players

demonstrated that they can compete at

a good level. We are all very proud of

them and look forward to challenging in

the future.



Christmas Jumper, Dinner
and Market day    
Happy Christmas Jumper day, Dinner day

and Christmas market day.

What a wonderful atmosphere. Our

children, young people and staff came

together today for Christmas dinner and what an enjoyable

occasion this was.

Not free of squashed carrots and mash on the floor, a tipple

of gravy on the jumpers they wore.

The children were excited to pull crackers with their friends and

there were tears of disappointment when it all came to an end.

But all was not lost, there were more surprises for all, a visit

to Father Christmas and our festive market stall.

Thank you governors, it was lovely to see you at our

Christmas markets, joining in the festive spirit.  I am sure

you will join me in complimenting and applauding the efforts

and hard work from both staff, students and of course

Santa; it has been a huge success.

Merry Christmas everyone.



On Wednesday 14th December,  our HWA

School Council organised this year’s ‘HWA

Christmas Markets’, accompanied by 12

stalls such as: Penalty shootout, Advent

Calendar, Raffle and many more! The

children and staff had a wonderful

afternoon raising funds for our school

library bus. We had a special visitor, from

Santa himself, who wished our children a

‘Merry Christmas’ and gifted them a selection box. Our School Governors joined us

to celebrate the afternoon and a grand total of £257 was raised! Well Done to all

and the Student Council.   

Present Donations  
Sally Maher, an Oldham mum who has become known in the area for her

Easter egg donations has started up her Christmas toy appeal, which has

already received great support.

Sally donated some amazing

Christmas presents that were

handed out to some of the

children and students here at

Hollinwood Academy.

A big THANK YOU to Sally

and her team of amazing

Elves.

Christmas Markets



We have had the pleasure of

welcoming Mr Parsons at our Roman

Road sites. Mr Parsons is our new

security guard. I am sure everyone

has had the pleasure of meeting Mr

Parsons if you have visited either

New Bridge School or Hollinwood

Academy during this term. I am sure

you will all agree he is doing a great

job of keeping our sites safe and

secure.

Mr Parsons
Security guard

“It was beautiful. Thank you, teachers for the wonderful job you

do. You’re well appreciated!”

“They were brilliant.”

“I just wanted to say thank you so much for all the time, effort and care you clearly put

in to the Christmas performance. I literally smiled from start to finish so much that my

cheeks hurt after.

I work in a SEN school so know the extras that goes in to a day like today, but it was so

lovely to see the children really enjoying their time performing and the support that the

few who weren’t too sure about the change in routine received. They are an absolute

credit to you, as are the staff; who look genuinely happy to be at work.”

“Just wanted to compliment you all on how brilliant the show was today. I have cheek

ache! Such a good atmosphere you all create and it reaffirms the tireless hard work that

has gone in again. Well done on creating a great memory.”

“We absolutely loved the show. Well done to everybody, it was brilliant, looking forward

to next year.”

Christmas show! Comments



Christmas show 

This year for our

Christmas show, we

chose ‘Merry Christmas

Everyone’ as our song.

We had singers,

dancers, children

making a snowman as

well as Santa and Rudolf

delivering presents! Jam

packed! The children

loved their performance

and had a great time

creating it. 



Build up to
Christmas
The children have had a busy term

leading up to Christmas. We are all

so proud of their production – there

was some excellent singing! We’ve

enjoyed making Christmas cards,

decorations & crafts, and exploring

with spray snow for our windows. 

They are all looking forwards to a

yummy Christmas dinner and party

at the end of the week.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year,

From Class RGS Y56!

Christmas show
What a performance!

We are so proud of all the children

for dancing their socks off in the

Christmas show and performing

like the stars they truly are. From

all the staff in COY, we are

wishing all of the children and

their families a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year!



Mock Exam Write up 

During the autumn term, we have welcomed a new exams officer, Janet Hogan

to Hollinwood Academy. Mrs Hogan has been a huge support to the senior

leadership in the administration and coordination of the mock exams. Over a

space of two weeks, there were 16 exams, and a record 500 exam papers

completed by our students! The resilience and determination shown by our

students during this two week period was outstanding. As a school, we are

extremely proud of every single one of our students. Students embraced the

access arrangements that were available to them, whether it was supervised

rest breaks, using a word processor, extra time, scribes, readers and/or

prompts. 

Parents of the GCSE students had the first trial of the new reporting systems.

Attitude to learning grades, target grades and ‘working at’ grades all played a

key part of the information in the new reports. Feedback from parents was

very positive, and we are looking forward to rolling this new reporting system

out to the rest of the school over the next few months. 

Hollinwood Academy has now been successful in becoming its own exam

centre. Since, the number of exams being sat has increased year on year since

the school first opened in 2015, and the growth in the successes of our

students will continue to grow, it has been recognised that as a school we have

needed to become our own centre. In 2017, our students achieved 20 GCSEs,

last year the students achieved 93 GCSEs, this academic year we are going to

have over a hundred GCSEs. The students are on track for another record year

for Hollinwood Academy! 



Firstly, I would just like to say a massive well done to all

that performed in the Primary Christmas show! I am so

proud of all the students across the school and especially

Year 6!

I would like to give a big shout out to Sofia. She struggled

in our rehearsals but overcame her fears and did an

amazing job!

We then enjoyed having a Christmas dinner together as

two classes, it was lovely to see all the children laughing

and smiling together, getting in to the Christmas spirit. 

We had the pleasure of running a stall this year at the

markets. Year 6 were responsible for ‘Toss the hoop on

Rudolph’s antlers!’ 

All the children and staff enjoyed taking part! Miss

Gordon loved it! Thank you to all the children that helped

me run the stall. 

Christmas with Year 6 APA



Miss Pietraszewska
This Autumn term was busy and amazing!

We loved it! We enjoyed all of the lessons, gaining new skills

and knowledge. We have also welcomed two new friends into

our group, which made us very, very happy! What fun to have

them as our friends!

Our favourite part of this term was preparing for Christmas.

We loved engaging in dressing our Christmas Tree and then

showing it off to parents during our Christmas Show. We are

very thankful to the very talented, professional dance

teacher, Miss Mia, who came to show us how to master our

moves for the show. Not to boast, but we were great!

We have also written letters to Santa, and we have been

extremely good so we hope that we will get our presents from

him. We always believe in ourselves, but this time we also

believe our Elf! 





Team work!
This has been a very exciting term for all of the class! We have

really enjoyed all of our lessons, but I think it’s safe to say we have

our favourites. Science has brought us many experiments with

materials, we found it super interesting when we decided to

experiment with sugar and how it dissolves in different

temparatures of water. We also looked into different types of

shopping bags including the strength of the bags, this proved very

useful for outdoor education when we went shopping in

Sainsburys. We even got to have a go on the checkout! It always

amazes us how the children can develop skills to support

themselves when faced with a new challenge. We have all worked

together to praise each other for reaching new milestones and

facing these challenges daily, team work makes the dream work!

We have also been working super hard at being kind to one

another, especially at break and lunchtimes. The class have created

our own class rules and have been trying their best to follow them

in school, it has been lovely to see the children take care of each

other and remind each other of our class rules that help us in

school. Myself, Miss Boothroyd and Miss Syeda have really enjoyed

the lead up to Christmas, I think we all agree that the class were

absolutely fantastic during the Christmas performance. They all

embraced their individuality, and it was wonderful to see their

confidence grow and shine through at the Christmas performance

show.

We would like to thank you all for your ongoing support and wish

you a Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year!



During this half-term Mrs Bennett’s KS2 classes have been

exploring busier environments within the local community.  The

children have really enjoyed looking at the Christmas displays in

Spindles shopping centre whilst learning about safer strangers and

safer buildings where they would be able to ask for help if they

found themselves in a difficult situation.  

KS2 and some Communication classes enjoyed visiting Gordon

Riggs and Notcutts garden centres where there were many

opportunities to take Christmas themed photographs.  The children

compared the differences between artificial and real Christmas

trees, their smell and difference in texture.  The displays were

magical, colourful and beautifully lit by fairy lights.  

When Miss Natalia’s class visited Gordon Riggs they were so lucky

to actually meet Santa, himself.   

Mrs Hallyard, Miss Hulme and Miss Tootill’s classes gave award

winning performances by spreading Christmas cheer for all to hear

by singing Christmas songs in the foyer at Sainsbury’s in Oldham.

Sainsburys gave each class a box of chocolates as a thank you for

their beautiful singing and also donated an 11- foot artificial

Christmas Tree to school. 

Mrs Bennett would like to thank all her primary students and

support staff for working so hard over this term and wish them a

very Merry Christmas and hope they enjoy a well-deserved rest.

Mrs Bennett
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